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JOURNAL OF WILLIAM BLACK, 

1744. 

Secretary op the Commissioners appointed by Governor Gooch, of 

Virginia, to unite with those prom the colonies of Pennsylvania 

and Maryland, to treat with the Iroquois or Six Nations 

of Indians, in reference to the lands west of the 

Allegheny Mountains. 

Edited by R. Alonzo Brook, Secretary of the Virginia Historical Society. 
(Concluded from page 419, Vol. I.) 

Philadelphia, Friday, June the 8th. 
The Beautiful young Lady (the Morning) being Risen from 
her Bed, and with a Countenance blooming with fresh Youth 

and Sprightliness like Miss M y S r with soft Dews 

hanging on her pouting lips, began to take her early walk 
over the Eastern "Woods, when I Rose from my Bed and pass'd 
two Hours in writting, the rest of the time till Breakfast I 
spent with my Fiddle and Flute: After which I went to Mr. 
Strettells, from thence with Commission'rs and their Levee, 
to Mr. Abraham Taylors, where in Company with the Gov- 
ernor and some more gentlemen of the City, we Din'd, after- 
Dinner I return'd to my Room and made out a fair copy of 
the Speech the Comm'rs designed to make at the opening the 
Treaty ; In the Evening I made haste to the Rendezvous of 
the Fair, much Elated with the Thoughts of Spending a few 
hours so agreeably as I propos'd in the Company I was going 
to make one in : On coming to the Place I found the Lady 
had been punctual to the Appointment: I was lucky enough 
not to be Engaged with any more but the young Lady of the 
House, and her Acquaintance my Favourite ; In a very little 
time I found my self alone with the latter. On which to 
Improve my Acquaintance and the Opportunity, I broached a 
Serious Discourse with her, which was not carried on long be- 
fore I found her a person to whom Nature had been as bountifull 
in Regard to her Mind, as I before observ'd she had been Care- 
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full of her Body ; to be short, what with her Wit and Quick- 
ness of Expression, Join'd to the Influence of her Beauty and 
manner of Behaviour, I was Possess'd with a Pleasure much 
easier felt than Describ'd, and can only be Imagin'd by those, 
who know what it is to Enjoy the Company of a Woman 
Every way Agreeable. As for my Self I have more of what 
Shakespeare calls the Milk of Human Kind than not to have 
a particular Pleasure in the Company of the Fair Sex, and I 
now begin to think it Inseperable from my Constitution, as I 
have few leisure hours but what I would Devote to the Charms 

of their Conversation did Opptys offer: 

but, to Return to my Company, which I left 

for the sake of this little Digression, I found them so Agree- 
able that I staid till the Young Lady was oblig'd to go Home, 
where I Conveyed her, and took my leave for the Night. I 
return'd to my Room, where I Read till 11 O'clock, and then 
to Bed, the Commissioners and some of the Levee spent some 
of the Evening hours at the Governors Clubb. 

Philadelphia, Saturday the 9th. 
This Morning, Rose by 6 and Carried the Public Journal 
to the Commissioners for their perusal, and Breakfasted at 
their Lodgings : This day the Commissioners Agreed to give 
an Entertainment to his Honour the Governor and other Gen- 
tlemen of the City, accordingly I went to Engage a Tavern 
for the Purpose, and Agreed with the Keeper of the Tavern 
in Water Street, who was to have a handsome Dinner ready 
by 2 O'clock in the Afternoon, in the Forenoon an Invitation 
went to the Intended Guests. At 1 the Commissioners and 
their Levee' Repair'd to the Tavern and a little past 2 we sat 
down to a very Grand Table having upwards of Fifteen Dishes 
on it at once, which was Succeeded by a very fine Collation, 
among the many Dishes that made our Dinner was a large 
Turtle, sent as a present to Governor Thomas from a Gentle- 
man of his Acquaintance living in Providence ; after taking 
away the Cloath, we had the Table. Replenished with all the 
sorts of Wine the Tavern cou'd afford, and that in great 
Abundance: Betwixt the hours of 3 and 4 I went with the 
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Young Gentlemen of our Company in order to see what sort 
of Horses those persons had, with whom I had Engag'd Horses 
to carry us to Lancaster : I forgot to tell that at 12 O'Olock 
was sold Public Vandue several Goods belonging to the prize 
taken by the Wilmington Privateer of this Town, Amongst 
which was a Cannaster containing about 25 lbs of fine Snuff, 
which the Company Purchas'd for £13. 10 Shs., that Cur- 
rency, it was a present from the Vice Roy of New Spain to 
the Prince of Palermo, and sells for Ten Dollars a pound in 
the Havanna. Spent the Evening in the Company of the 
Comm'rs and their Train, and at 10 O'clock went to my 
Lodgings, at 11 Arriv'd at the Secritarys Office. An Ex- 
press from New York with his Majesties Declaration of Warr 
against France, which came to that place in his Majesty's 
Sloop the Swallow in days from London. 

Philadelphia, Sunday, June the 10th. 

This morning at 7 O'Clock I Rose, when I found a very 
great Alteration in the Air, by the fall of a good deal of Rain 
in the Night, which was very much wanted both to Cool the 
Excessive heat of the Air, and to Refresh the Fruits of the 
Earth, having had none near where we was, for 20 days past, 
and what with the Closeness of the Buildings, the Reflection 
of the Sun from the Stone Pavements, Brick Walls, and Glass 
windows, together with the dryness of the Season made living 
in the City very uneasy ; at 9 O'Clock an Express was Dis- 
patch'd for Annapolis with the Declaration of Warr. I kept 
my Room till after 12, the forenoon being heavy and Drisling 
Rain, after which I went with Bob. Brooke 1 to the Comm'rs 
Lodgings, and in their Company and the rest of their Train 
went to Dine with Messrs. Dayy and Carson, thence in after- 
noon to the Presbyterian Meeting, where I heard a very Good 
Sermon in the words in the 20 Cha. of the Hebrews 21 and 22 
Vers: After the Dismissing of this Congregation, I went a 

1 In several cases we have inadvertently allowed this name to be spelt 
Brooks. — Ed. 
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Second time to Join the New Lights 1 where I found one Treat 3 
holding forth, but never in my life did I hear or see any like 
him pretend to mount a Pulpit. I thought with my Self 
Surely he was very Dark and wanted some New Light very 
much. I cou'd not for my Life find the least Connexion be- 
tween any of the Sentences of his Discourse, at last being tir'd 
with this Harangue I came of, and with a Gentleman of my 
acquaintance went to Capt. Macky's, where in Company of 
these agreeable young Ladies I drunk Tea, and spent the 
Evening untill 8 O'clock, at which time we went to the Mora- 
vian Meeting, 3 where I had the pleasure to hear an Excellent 
Comment on that Passage in Scripture Relating to the Prodi- 
gal Son, and after some very Agreeable Church Musick, half 
an hour after 9, they broke up, the "Women at one door and 
the Men at another ; from this I parted my Acquaintance, and 
went to Mr. Strettells where I Sup'd, and then went Home to 
my Room. 

Philadelphia, Monday, June the 11th. 
This Morning before 5 O'Clock I got up and made some 
Journal Entries, and amus'd my self with my Fiddle and 
Flute till Breakfast, then I went on Board of Capt. Win 
bound for Jamaica, where I pass'd away the Forenoon, and 
from the Ship went to Mr. Strettell's and Din'd with the 
Commissioners: at 4 in the Afternoon, they with their Levee 
waited on his Honour the Governor, in order to attend to the 
Declaration of "Warr, a few Minutes after we got to the Gov- 
ernor's came the Mayor Council, and the Corporation, and 
then began the Procession, First the Constables with their 
Staffs, and the Sheriffs and the Coroner with their White 
"Wands ushered the way, then his Honour the Governor, with 
the Mayor on his Right, and the Recorder of the City on his 
left hand, following them were Colonels Lee and Beverly, 4 and 

1 Vide vol. i. 412. 

2 The Rev. Richard Treat, pastor of the Presbyterian Church, at Abing- 
ton, Pa. — See Sprague's Annals, vol. iii. p. 100. 

3 It stood at the 8. E. corner of the present Bread nnd Race Streets. 

* Wm. Beverly was born about 1673. He was the second son of Major 
Robert and Catherine (Hone) Beverly. His father emigrated to the Colony 
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the Gentlemen of their Levee, next was the Council, and after 
them the City Corporation, and then the Rear Composed of 
Towns Gentlemen, &c., in this Order two and two, we went 
with Solemn Pace to the Market Place, where Secretary Peters 1 
Proclaim'd War against the French King and all his Subjects, 
under a Discharge of the Privateers Guns, who had haul'd out 
in the Stream for the Purpose, then two Drums belonging to 
Dalziel's Regiment in Antigua (then in Philadelphia with a 
Captain Recruiting) Beat the Point of "Warr, and then the 
Ceremony Concluded with God Save the King, and three loud 
Huzza's! 3 the Comm'rs return'd with the Governor in this 
Coach to his House, where we follow'd and Drunk Tea, from 
thence to the Coffee House, and then the Commissioners went 
with his Honour to the Clubb : I took my Land Tacks aboard, 
and Crowded away for Mr. Levy's, where I found Miss Levy 
alone, but I was not long there before I was Bless'd with the 
Agreeable Company Miss Molly, which Seem'd to enter the 
Room like a Goddess, Smiling and all Cheerful, as I always 
found her ; I am No Painter, Neither do I pretend to any 
thing that way, yet I cannot pass by this Lady, without giving 
you a Rough Draught of her. I cannot say that she was a 
Regular Beauty, but she was Such that few cou'd find any 
Fault with what Dame Nature had done for her. She was 
of the Middle Size (which I think is the Stature that best 
becomes the sex), very well Shap'd: her Eyes were Black, full 
of Fire, and well Slit, they had something in them Remarka- 
bly Languishing, and seem'd to Speak the Softness of a Soul 

of Virginia from Beverly, Yorkshire, England, about 1660, with a consider- 
able fortune. We Beverly was prominent in the affairs of the Colony, and 
was said to have been a man of culture, and to have possessed (for the time) a 
respectable library; several volumes from which, bearing his autograph, are 
in the possession of the Editor. The date of his death is not known. 

1 The Eev. Richard Peters, who was Rector of Christ Church from 1762 
to 1775.— See Dorr's Christ Church, p. 283. 

2 The declaration of war, which was witnessed by Black in Philadelphia, 
is that known in the history of America as the Old French War, which 
terminated in 1748 with the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. The documents rela- 
ting to the event described by the Journalist will be found in Col. Records, 
vol. iv. 689-697. 
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.Replete with Goodness, her Eye-brows black and finely Arch'd, 
her Nose was well turn'd, and of a Just Bigness, and her Mouth 
was Neither wide nor very little, with Lips of a fine Red, and 
when they moved discovered two Rows of Teeth white as 
Ivory and Regularly well Set ; her Forehead round and Smooth, 
as for her Hair, it was a Shining black, but noways harsh. 
Her Neck, her Arms, and Hands seem to have been made and 
fitted for her Face, which was of a Complection made up of 
the Lilly and the Rose. Such was her Person, and I assure 
you the Charms of her Mind and Conversation was not less 
Amiable; but I must Confess my Self unable to say Anything 
Adequate to this Lovely Young Creature ; the Bloom of Roses 
and Lillies might a little Illustrate her Countenance, or their 
Smell her Sweetness. But to Comprehend her entirely, Con- 
ceive — Youth, Health, Beauty, Neatness, and Innocence, 
Imagine all those in their utmost Perfection, any way Place 
the Charming Molly's Picture before your Eyes. To Return 
I had the Pleasure of her Company till after 9, in which 
time I had no small satisfaction ; My Eyes was my Greatest 
Sense ; when I view'd her I thought all the Statues I ever 
beheld, was so much Inferior to her in Beauty that she was 
more capable of Converting a man into a Statue, than of 
being Imitated by the Greatest Master of that Art, and I 
Surely had as much delight in Surveying her, as the Organs 
of Sight are Capable of Conveying to the Soul: as usual I 
seed her Safe home, and Return'd to Mine, and about 11, 
went to Bed full of pleasing Reflections. 

Philadelphia, June the 12th. 
At 6 O'Clock this Morning I got up, and took a "Walk out 
to the Fields till Breakfast, wrote till 12, and then went to 
the Commissioners' Lodgings, and with them to the Tunn 
Tavern, where in Company with the Governor, and four or 
five more we Din'd : after Dinner & a few Glasses of what 
was very Good, I went with some of our Company to the 
Billiards Table, where we spent the Afternoon, and return'd 
to the Coffee House, from which I went to the Clubb : and 
passed the Evening, And at 11 went to my Lodgings. This 
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day Messrs. Littlepage 1 and Brooke, being tired of the Town 
set out for Lancaster, where they were to wait the coming of 
the Indians. 

Philadelphia, Wednesday, June the 13th. 
This Morning was up at half a hour after 6, went to Mr. 
Strettells, where I did some Business with the Commissioners, 
and Eat Breakfast. Returned to my Room and Dress'd, and 
Join'd the Commissioners and the Levees in order to go to 
Dinner at Mr. William Allans. 2 After Dinner I went accord- 
ing to a former Appointment to a Tavern where I was to meet 
a Townsman & some more of my Acquaintance in order to 
take a Cheerfull Class and pass a few hours in Conversation, 
"We sat till near Night : and one of our Company would have 
me go with him to a House where he had an Invitation to Make 
One in a Party of Pleasure, away we went together turning 
several corners and Windings, at last we entered a pretty large 
House, and he Introduced me to a Company of five young 
ladies and two Gentlemen, they Receiv'd me kindly and ask'd 
my acquaintance why he did not Come soon enough to Drink 
a Dish of Tea, he made his Excuses and then follow'd a Gene- 
ral Silence, which did not Reign long before one of the Ladies 
began a Discourse on Love, wherein she pull'd all the other 
Sex to Pieces. Setting forth the Constancy of their Sex, and 
the {Instability of ours, every One of the Young Ladies put in 
an Oar and helpt her Out, at last being quite tir'd of the Sub- 
ject, or rather being run out, and at a Loss what More to say, 
the Lady that began it tum'd from it, artfull enough to criti- 
cising on Plays, and their Authors, for sometime that con- 
tinued. Addison, Prior, Otway, Congrevo, Dryden, Pope, 
Shakespeare, &c. &c. &c. were names often in question; the 
words Genius — and no Genius — Invention, Poetry, Pine things, 
bad Language, no Style, Charming Writing, Imaginary and 

1 Colonel James Littlepage appears in the list of subscribers to the edition 
of the " Acts of the Virginia Assembly," Williamsburg. Wm. Hunter, 1752. 
Polio. He is believed to have been the father of the celebrated Lewis Lit- 
tlepage, diplomat and soldier. 

2 For Sketch of Wm. Allen, see article by E. F. deLancey, Pbnna. Mao. 
vol. i. p. 202. 
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Diction (as the Author of Da : Simple says), with many more 
Expressions, which Swim on the Surface of Criticism, seem'd 
to have been caught by those Female Fishers for the Reputa- 
tion of Wit, at last they Exhausted this Subject, and gave 
Truce to their Tongues a little, and after a little chit chat & 
a few Glasses of Madeira, My Acquaintance and I took leave, 
on our returning to his Lodgings where I staid this Night, I 
ask'd him what Lady that was was so very Talkative, and run 
out so much against the Inconstancy of our Sex ; he answered 
me that Lady had some Reason for what she said on that head 
for that she had been Courted and Engag'd to a Young Man 
for sometime, but that he had lately broke off from her, for 
some Reasons not yet known: I told him, I believed she was 
one of those Generally call'd Fine Ladies, that have so little 
of what is called Character, that it was difficult for him to 
describe her to me. That they were a Composition of caprice 
• — and whim — they Love — and Hate — are Angry — are Pleas'd 
without knowing any Reason for either. Always Affecting a 
Great deal of Good Nature, are Frightened out of their Wits 
at the Sight of any Object in Bodily pain, and yet Value not 
how much they rank People's Minds. But I must Justify 
them as far as they have no Minds of their own, they have no 
Idea of Others Sensations ; they cannot I think be well liable 
to the Curse attending Eve's Trangression, as they do not 
Enjoy the Benefit propos'd by it of knowing Good from Evil. 
Such was the light in which I viewed Mrs. Talkative ; and 
such she Deservedly might be called, for after I got to his 
Room, I was for sometime in the Condition of Men Escaped 
from Shipwreck, who, tho' they Rejoice in their Safety, yet is 
there such an Impression left on them, by the Bellowing of 
the Waves, the Cursing and Swearing of Some of the Sailors, 
the Crying and Praying of Others, with the Roaring of the 
Winds, that it is sometime before they are themselves again : 
After some Reflections on what we had seen and heard we 
went to Bed after 11. 

Philadelpha, Thursday, June 14th. 
We Rose about 7 O'Clock and pass'd the time away till 
Breakfast in Reading, after Breakfast I took my leave after 
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promising him to come in the Afternoon, to go to pay a Visit 
to a Gentleman of his Acquaintance Just come from the West 
Indies ; from this I came to Mr. Strettell's, and at 1 O'Clock 
with the Commissioners I went to his Honour the Governor's 
to Dinner, where there was a Sumptuous Entertainment, and 
a fine Company, at 3 O'Clock I came off in order to make 
Good my Engagement with My Acquaintance, and Accord- 
ingly found him in his Room waiting My Coming : we took 
a turn towards the Centre House, and Return'd to the Gen- 
tleman lately come from the "West Indies, who had a Room 
& Lodg'd in a Private House ; he Made us very welcome and 
made a Bowl of fine Lemon Punch with Jamaica Spirits, in 
about an hour after us, came two more Young Men, which 
appear'd to be of his acquaintance ; we all got soon very well 
acquainted, and as one thing begets another of its species, so 
one Bowl finished, another supply was Directly got till we 
was very Jovial : I cou'd observe thro' the whole of our Dis- 
course that one of the Company had everything he said so 
Tinctured with a Self Sufficiency, and Detracting of Others, 
that I cou'd not help having a Mean Opinion of him: His 
whole Discourse turn'd on the Indiscretion of some one or 
other of his acquaintance, which he would Express great 
sorrow for, but in my opinion, only affected to Pity them, for 
an Excuse to fix People's minds on their faults, and to make 
the Company see his own Imagined Superiority; . . . . 
It was near 12 at Night before we thought of parting, I 
mov'd to my Acquaintance that it was time for me to with- 
draw, Accordingly he got up, and we took leave of the Com- 
pany, in our way I told him the Notion I had of one of the 
Gentlemen that Compos'd our Company : He Answer'd My 
Opinion was not certainly Groundless. ... I wou'd tell 
you a very touching Story of that Gentleman, but it is late, 
if you will go with Me Home, I will give it you in the 
Morning, as it was past Mid-Night and his Lodgings nearer 
than mine, I consented and went home with him, after we got 
to the Room we were not long before we were in Bed, where 
I must leave you and go to Sleep. 
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Philadelphia, Friday, June the 15th. 
This Morning was pretty far Advanced before we knew 
where our heads lay, and it was 9 O'Cloek before we got up, 
we went Directly to Breakfast ; and three or four Dishes of 
warm Tea had a very good Effect on me, after Breakfast, 
I mov'd to be gone. 

[The Journal of William Black ends abruptly with the last entry given. 
It has been printed entire with but one or two exceptions, wherein the writer 
of it allowed himself to digress so far from his own observations, and to 
speculate at such length on the vagaries of the human disposition, that he 
grew exceedingly tedious, and the Editor felt that it would be unkind to allow 
the good reputation which the Virginia Secretary has a second time gained 

in Philadelphia — for he was no doubt considered a jolly fellow in 1744 to 

suffer by printing what is written in a very different vein from the conversa- 
tion with which he probably entertained Miss Molly Stamper. 

In endeavoring to literally follow the copy of the Journal furnished to the 
Editor, a few errors have been made that would not have occurred had the 
proofs been submitted to the careful revision of the gentleman to whose kind- 
ness the readers of the Magazine are indebted for the most interesting picture 
of society in our city during Colonial days that has been printed for many 
years. The Editor of the Magazine has added to the Journal a few notes of 
local interest, and as it would be unfair to make Mr. Brock responsible for 
the sins of others, the following corrections are noted in Vol. I. 

The fact regarding Eobert Strettell to which our correspondent calls 
attention in the Notes and Queries of the present number is new to us. On 
page 409, it is stated that in 1744 Clement Plumstead was a common coun- 
cillor, and William an alderman ; it should have been vice versa. The date 
of Tennant's preaching in the Old Academy should be 1744, and not 1774 
as stated on page 412. John Sober does not appear to have been an alder, 
man, as mentioned on page 413. The second note on page 418 refers to the 
MS. ; it should read p. 247. 

The Virginia Commissioners left Philadelphia for Lancaster shortly after 
Black closed his Journal. By a strange piece of good fortune, the Diary of 
the Secretary of the Maryland Commissioners has been preserved, and the 
first entry in it is dated the day following the last one in Black's. At Lan- 
caster the Commissioners from the provinces met and the two secretaries 
lodged together. As the Journal of the Marylander is of great interest in the 
history of this State, its publication will shortly follow that of Black.— Ed.] 
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